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50/50 Draw Results
 June 24

1st prize. -  Bernard Day   £55.00
2nd prize -  Jeremy Roychoudhury £41.25
3rd prize -   Sue Malock   £13.75
3rd prize -  Valerie Koch   £13.75
Church Donation     £137.50
Christmas Bonus Total    £81.75

                 July 2024
1st prize. -  Brian Jolly   £55.00
2nd prize -  John Brown   £41.25
3rd prize - Stephanie Fowler  £13.75
3rd prize -  Marion O’Meara  £13.75
Church Donation     £137.50
Christmas bonus Total    £95.50

August 2024
1st prize. -  Sue Malock   £55.00
2nd prize -  Alan & Rosie Sharp   £41.25
3rd prize -  Amy Waeland  £13.75
3rd prize -  Neil Shanahan  £13.75
54 Members Church donation.  £137.50
Christmas bonus total    £109.25
 --------------------------–
It is never too late to join the
50/50 draw.
For more information, Contact
Bron Kenny (01604 864914)
bronkenny@gmail.com

See also Village Internet Site - www.ashtonvillage.co.uk

Knights Hall Drop in

The September Drop-In is on Saturday
21st in the Knights’ Hall at St Michael’s
Church. Pop in for tea, coffee and a
chat. This time of the year we also have
home grown produce for sale and it’s
always worth browsing through the
book collection which has recently
been updated.
October’s meeting is on 19th and
November’s is 16th.
Come and join us, we would love to see
you!

50/50 lottery winners
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Ashton Charity Fields

In December of each year
pensioners in Ashton receive a small
sum of money towards their heating
bills from the Ashton Fields Charity.
The Funds are raised by renting two
fields belonging to the charity.
If you are a state pensioner living in
Ashton and wish to be considered,
then please call Isabel Lane on
01604-861350 and your name will
be added to the list.

www.ashtonpc.org.uk
http://www.northants.police.uk
mailto:sarah.bool.mp@parliament.uk


Hello everyone

What’s your favourite book? Pride & Prejudice? Poisonwood Bible? 1984? The Kite
Runner? To Kill a Mockingbird? Plato’s Republic? The Harry Potter series? Tinker
Tailor Soldier Spy? The Woman in White? The Count of Monte Cristo? The Beano
Annual?
Would it be fair today to say they are going out of fashion? Book sales have declined
overall but not by much.
They say that someone’s collection of books says a lot about them. There is
something special about holding a good book in my view. Kindles are good for
holiday travel though.
I wonder what your answer would be to these questions: what is the most influential
book you’ve ever read? Why?
To be influential is not necessarily the same as being a favourite, but it can lead to
books appearing in both these different categories. Classic answers like 1984, Origin
of Species, The Communist Manifesto, The Works of Shakespeare and so on. The
reasons why we think a book has been influential will vary from person to person,
their personality and interests. Whereas the votes for favourite books will alter the
most popular book lists more often just because each generation will have different
influences and tastes, the list of the most influential books will probably be less
subject to change. There was a time earlier in my life when Grisham novels were all
the rage: So when Summer holidays came around I would be in the Grisham queue,
alongside the Bill Bryson queue!!
But tastes change, and probably more frequently than we care to acknowledge. The
main thing is always to maintain a love of books. Some books are so good that we
re-read them. I remember Ray Mears saying he had read Lord of the Rings over 50
times!. Obviously a keen hobbit. I remember reading it myself when I was 14. I read
it again about 5 years ago and I remember how different it was in my own mind from
what I remembered it to be. We see different things later on, perhaps understanding
more,  maybe having a different, hopefully more mature outlook.
A final thought though if I may. The most influential book in history is arguably the
Bible. Influential because it has shaped societies and cultures in many different ways
over millennia. Try reading Melvyn Bragg’s excellent “The Book of Books” for more
on this. Many have not read the Bible very much, some not at all, and this I think is
sad, for it has changed my life and is my favourite book. It gets my vote for the most
influential book ever written and is the book that perennially tops the best-selling list.
Maybe time to pick up a copy?

Rev Mark Donnelly  vicar.salceybenefice@gmail.com

Roade Junction Community Group
Roade Community Library – Latest News
Roade Library had its AGM in July, during which the chair said over the past
year the library volunteers had done particularly well, with increases in the
number of people visiting the library, which was up by 10% to 7,000. We have
also seen a 13% increase in the number of new borrowers particularly in the 18
to 30 age group and a rise of 10% in the number of active borrowers.
Summer Reading Challenge –
Starting in July and ending in mid-September the Library runs the Summer
Reading Challenge. This is a national event intended to prevent the dip that
occurs in children’s reading age during the long school’s holidays. Children
get an entry pack and are asked to read 6 books of their own choosing over the
summer, after each two books they get stickers to complete puzzles in their
pack. Once they have read 6 books, they get a medal and certificate (to show
their teachers) and are put on the Finishers board at the library. Children can
still enter up to the closing date of 21st Sept.
Children’s summer events –
Alongside the SRC, the library holds six weekly craft/entertainment events for
children, these are all free, except the Magic show which has a professional
magician.
Rhymetime - For mums, parents, and carers with under 5’s. This is a popular
group and meets on Wednesdays in two sessions - 11:00 to 11:30am and 1:00
to 1:30pm.
Lego Club –We are taking a summer break at Lego club, and will relaunch on
Saturday 7th September. This group is continuing to be a place to go on
Saturdays mornings for 5- to 11-year-olds where they can enjoy building their
own ideas, or work with the group to a theme.
Friday Tea and Cake – We are also having a break during August for our Friday
afternoon ‘Tea, Coffee, and Homemade Cake’ club. This will be restarting on
Friday 6th September.

Supporting the Library
We have a library supporters’ club, for those who value having a library in our
villages. The subscription of £2.50/month or a discounted 27.50/year is a very
important income for our Library.

Volunteers -We are looking for new volunteers to join us!!  If you are wanting to do
something worthwhile for the village that is both varied and interesting, this is for
you.
If you are interested in joining our friendly group, pop into the library and collect a
joining form or email rogerwood01@icloud.com to request a form or to find out
more.
Thank you for supporting the Library.                            Roger Wood – Chair



“

50/50 Lottery

A 50/50 Lottery takes place in Ashton
with monthly draws including four
prizes,plus a donation to the church and
a Build up Christmas Bonus which is
drawn in December each year.
The monthly donation to the church is
purely to help keep the building
maintained and secure. As the village is
aware the Knights Hall inside the church
is our equivalent of a small village hall
and is well used for Drop In Coffee
mornings and occasional social events
plus the school children make use of it
too. Not forgetting, of course Fun
Sundays and Archway events which so
many children take part in and enjoy. It
is also available for hire if anyone is
looking for a small meeting place.
For £5 a month you can join the 50/ 50
and receive a number With a bit of luck
your number may be drawn out and you
will win some money. The  actual
amount you might win depends on the
number of members. Therefore the
more members we have the more you
may win!
It struck me that three out of the four
winners in August don’t even live in
Ashton but still support us. It would be
great to welcome some more members
from the village. It’s not complicated. All
you have to do is contact me as the
present Coordinator, and we take it for
there. The only stipulation is, legally, you
have to be over 16 and you must join for
a minimum of six months.
Go on, Take the plunge. As the saying
goes “You have to be in it to win it!”
Contact Bron Kenny 07734690060.
bronkenny@gmail.com

Komcept Solutions Update
We recently won a UK Enterprise
Award for Best Bespoke Security &
Intelligence Solutions Provider, and UK
Enterprise Customer Care Excellence!
We are still adding to our team; we are
currently interviewing for a software
developer role and have a Production
Engineer role open, both advertised
on our website.   More information
here
https://www.komcept.com/recruitm
ent/

Student Placement Programme
We hosted two students this summer
as part of our Student Placement
Programme, both added value to our
work, learned new skills and
experienced working for a high-tech
engineering business.  We do this
every summer, and host other
Students throughout the year, so
please pass this on if it is of interest to
somone you know.
More information on our Student
Placement Programme here
https://www.komcept.com/spp/
Karen Pomerantz, MD

History of Old Ashton : By David Farrand
 Ashton Village News - Autumn Issue

www.ashtonvillage.co.uk web site is being re-purposed to be dedicated to the history of
Ashton. This is a major change it is expected to take a few months.

For more information on Ashton’s history, email david@farrand.co.uk

View of Green from Old Crown

Old Vale Farm entrance, now Vale BrookCottage now demolished

Green cottages replaced, wall still there

Rectory Cottage on the green

Orchard House, green with water pump

Hartwell Road, over 100 years ago
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AVN Distribution

I would like to thank Scarlet Cummins
who has distributed the last two AVN
issues as part of her Bronze Duke of
Edinburgh Award. Many thanks. Editor.



 Ashton Parish Council
www.ashtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

clerk@ashtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
STREET LIGHTS

Ashton now has LED street lights. If you notice one not working
or has a problem please report it to APC (not WNC) via the
website or emailing clerk@ashtonparishcouncil.gov.uk We check

weekly anyway but we welcome villagers reporting them to us too � Please be
aware that once reported there will be a period of waiting for the works to be com-
pleted (costs mean we wait for 3 to be repaired at a time).

WATER COURSES IN THE VILLAGE
As we all know, village flooding has become a more frequent issue. Residents need to
keep their banksides in clearing the watercourse banks to help alleviate this problem,
however they overgrow very quickly. Owners have riparian duties for ensuring that the
flow of water is not interrupted. A full explanation of requirements can be found at
the environment agencies web site.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/owning-a-watercourse
Please contact APC if you need assistance in understanding this.
PLANNING
APC publish current planning applications for discussion at the monthly meetings. The
proposed development along Stoke Road is supported by an Independent Housing
Needs Survey. If you would like to find out more about this survey please use this link.
https://bit.ly/47mx4tl
Select ‘Supporting Docs’ and the ‘Final Report’ to access the survey. Or I can email a
copy.

VILLAGE SPEED LIMIT

We are working hard to get a reduced limit of 20 mph in the village. We have
invested in a data recording signs and you will see them around the village. All it’s
data is published on our website.  Look out for our new signage.
NOTICE BOARDS
These are updated monthly. We are going to replace the current ones as they are no
longer waterproof or closing properly. Please try to use A5 posters or email us with
your notice.
DEFIBRILLATOR & BLEED PACK
Our village have these on the Pub Wall, by the bus stop, under cover of the porch.
They are registered with the Emergency Services.

Burgers, Bingo, Bubbles and Beer!
Everyone is invited to a village social event on Saturday 5th October 6-9pm at the
Knights’ Hall, Ashton Church.
Welcome drinks of beer, prosecco or soft drink will be served at 6pm  to give
everyone a chance to chat and mingle and there will be games for children and
young people to play.  We will then sit down at 6.30 to be served with barbecued
burgers which you can customise yourself and served with a selection of sides! That
will be followed by some games of bingo with prizes. Desserts will be served during
an interval, then a couple more games to finish! Bring your own drinks to have at
your table  some cash for the raffle and other games.
Tickets are only £10, £5 primary school children (preschool age free) which includes
Bingo games, burger and sides, dessert, and a welcome drink.  Tickets must be
bought in advance for catering purposes and are available from: Diane Shadforth
07502294900, Helena Lee 07713083588 and Bron Kenny 0773469006

In memory of Graham Laidler who was a much-loved member of the community,
proceeds will  split between The Brain Tumour Charity and St Michael and All Angels
Church.
Please let us know on these numbers if you are able to help in any way: setting up
and clearing away: donating  raffle and bingo prizes; providing desserts and sides.

DOG POO
Please can everyone pick up their dog mess on walks and talk it home to put in your
bin. We are investing in bins for the village. We will let you know when they are
coming.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

We will send out alerts to the village via email. You can get more information and
register with the scheme https://www.ourwatch.org.uk

Please be a good neighbour � PLEASE HELP US TO HELP YOU

GARDEN FIRES – we have had reports that people are having garden fires during the
daytime. We have many residents with lung issues and people putting out washing
on nice days. It was generally agreed years ago that fires would be lit after 7pm

Many thanks. Sarah McAllister – Chairman APC
COMMUNICATION – Ashton Village is on the following Social Media sites:
Find the village on Facebook – Ashton Village, South Northamptonshire NN7
General notifications are sent on via the Village Email List. Please email this if you
would like to be added.  ashtonvillagenews@gmail.com

Ashton Village Support Group  - to join we need your mobile telephone
number. People offer help (post office, shop runs etc) and there is

information, chat and brain-teaser quizzes on here.

mailto:ashtonvillagenews@gmail.com

