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50/50 Draw Results
 September 2024

1st prize. -  Philippa Ferguson  £53.00
2nd prize -  Steve Ferguson  £39.75
3rd prize -   Marion Jamison  £13.25
3rd prize -  Rob Shadforth  £13.25
Church Donation     £132.50
Christmas Bonus Total    £122.50

                 October 2024
1st prize. -  Lesley Godfrey  £53.00
2nd prize -  Jeremy Roychoudhury £39.75
3rd prize - Bernard Day   £13.25
3rd prize -  Sarah Bullock   £13.25
Church Donation     £132.50
Christmas bonus Total    £135.75

November 2024
1st prize. -  Peter Bullock   £53.00
2nd prize -  Marion Jamison  £39.75
3rd prize -  Maddie Johnson  £13.25
3rd prize - Jeremy Roychoudhury £13.25
54 Members Church donation.  £132.50
Christmas bonus total    £149.00
 --------------------------–
It is never too late to join the
50/50 draw.
For more information, Contact
Bron Kenny (01604 864914)
bronkenny@gmail.com

See also Village Internet Site - www.ashtonvillage.co.uk

 THE BRAIN TUMOUR CHARITY
In memory of Graham Laidler who
died earlier this year from a brain
tumour, there will be a coffee
morning held on Tuesday 10th
December. All proceeds from this
event will be shared equally between
Ashton church and the brain tumour
charity.

Tuesday 10th December Coffee
morning to be held at 41a, High
Street, Roade. From 10.30-12. Host
Marion Wilson

Coffee,  biscuits, mince pies, craft
sale (ideal for Christmas presents
and stocking fillers), raffle. Please
come along to support these two
very good causes. Everyone
welcome.

50/50 lottery winners
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DROP-IN
The December Drop-In will be in the
Knights Hall at St Michael’s church on
Saturday 21st when we will be
welcoming you with mulled wine and
mince pies as well as coffee and tea!
Come along between 10.30 and noon
for a festive start to the Christmas
season. All welcome.

www.ashtonpc.org.uk
http://www.northants.police.uk
mailto:sarah.bool.mp@parliament.uk


Hello everyone
As I write I have just returned from a 4-day Conference in Derbyshire, where, due to
the heavy snowfall 5 inches of snow fell overnight, transforming the landscape and
my car!  As a child I marvelled at the fact that every snowflake was unique. At times
like these we are reminded of the untamed power of nature. The tragic floods in
Spain, the Volcano eruptions back in Iceland a few months back, the more extreme
weather systems which are becoming a normal part of our world. It all reminds us
of how small we are, and how much we take for granted until nature intervenes.
We already know of course that scientists in 2003 completed the task of sequencing
the human genome. The consequences of a better understanding of how we are
made points to real possibilities of locating and “fixing” faulty aspects of our make-
up that may find cures for major diseases.
In the news recently was an article highlighting the Human Cell Project, an
ambitious plan to map all 37 trillion cells in the human body, thereby transforming
our understanding of how our bodies work. One thing that has already emerged is
that rather than having around 200 types of cells we have thousands of types. This
is cutting edge human cartography at work, and I am sure there is much more to
emerge from it.
Unsurprisingly there are bound to be ethical issues here. My point is that life is far
more complex than we could have imagined. Nothing like the caricature in the
Frankenstein story where major organ transplants created a “new” being. Although
to be fair, Mary Shelley had the prescience to write on a subject that heralded later
developments in medicine of which we are the beneficiaries.
Since there is a whole complex world inside a human cell. Since we exist in a
universe where the conditions for life are decided by fine margins. Since everything
in the universe hangs together in a remarkably designed way, isn’t it time we
acknowledged this? Big bang theories still require faith that something could be
created out of nothing, perhaps more faith than is required for belief in a creator
God?
Meanwhile, our lives carry on, untouched and unconcerned by these big arguments.
And yet, we marvel at the birth of a new-born child. We want to be loved and to
love. We look for hope, and where will we find it?  This Christmas, nativity plays will
retell the story of Jesus. We will sing carols the proclaim and celebrate the birth of
a king. This is all good, but let me encourage you to follow this story through to its
culmination at Easter, the weekend when history and humankind changed forever,
bringing hope where despair reigned. With hope came the possibility of new life, a
new start for everyone, in Jesus.
May you all enjoy a peaceful, joyful and healthy new year.
Rev'd Mark Donnelly - Interim Priest in Charge

The Salcey Benefice 01604 378557

Roade Junction Community Group

Roade Community Library – Latest News
Roade Library is run by a dedicated group of volunteers that staff the
Library during the four days each week we are open. Our volunteers
also arrange and prepare for events throughout the year and provide

invaluable children’s activities like Rhyme Time for toddlers (twice on Wednesdays),
and Lego Club every Saturday morning. In addition, we organised the Summer Reading
Challenge and put on 6 children’s events during July/August; not only that, but we
have children’s activities at Halloween and Christmas.
Last year’s evening events, included 6 film nights, 2 Jazz evenings, 2 flower-arranging
evenings, and a quiz night.
So far this year we have had 4 film nights and have other events planned with a film
night and Christmas wreath workshop at the end of November, then a quiz night and
another film after Christmas.
More Volunteers are needed- The importance of, and dependence on, our
volunteers is therefore obvious, they are the lifeblood of our Library, so without
them, we could not staff the Library or hold community events.
The time you give need not be onerous and can fit in around your life. Please do
help us to continue this valued village service. If you are interested, please do pop
into the library and talk to us, or email rogerwood01@icloud.com.

Rhymetime - For mums, parents, and carers with under 5’s  this is a popular group
which meets on Wednesday mornings 11:00 to 11:30am. Because of its popularity,
Jane, our Rhymetime leader, has introduced a second session at 1:00 to 1:30pm on
Wednesdays.

Other Regular Roade Library Activities

Lego Club - Saturdays 10:30 -11:30am for 5-11 year olds.

Mah Jong - Every Friday 2-4pm ; beginners welcolme

Roade Readers  - Last Thursday of the month 1-2pm

Jigsaw Club - Borrow over 200 jigsaw puzzles for £5 annual membership fee

Friday Open Cafe - 2-4pm

Supports Club - support the library for £2.50/month 0r £27.50/year

Thank you to everyone who supports the Library - Roger Wood Chair



Ashton CEVC Primary School

The term started really smoothly at Ashton Primary School – we had
some new children and families join us who have settled in really
well.  More recently we have shown lots of families around our
school for places for September 2025 so we are hopeful that the
word is getting out there about our hidden gem.

Our children have been doing some fantastic learning.  The Infants have been
learning about how they fit into history, whilst the Juniors have learned all about
the Romans.  As part of their work, we visited Chester House to take part in a
Roman themed day.  We handled lots of artefacts, including one with a real
Roman thumbprint in it and we could place our thumb where a Roman had placed
there’s over 1800 years ago!  Mind blowing!

In school we are in full flow for the Christmas Nativity.  This year we are
performing “A Little Bird Told Me” and for the first time, we will be doing this in
the church.  We can’t wait to put on a show for our parents and families.  We also
have a panto to look forward to – this year we will be watching Beauty and the
Beast at Cosgrove with our visiting theatre company.  Then on the last day of term,
we will be having our Christmas service and then our party day.  We are told a
special visitor might find time to pop in and say hello.

I would like to extend our best wishes from all the children and staff for a
wonderful Christmas spent with friends and family and our very best wishes for
2025.

Winter 2024   Komcept Solutions Update

We are currently recruiting for the following roles, both based in Ashton:

Electronic firmware developer for embedded systems (C/C++, microcontrollers)
Senior Database Administrator (build, maintain, support database servers)

Network Engineer (networking infrastructure, configure, deployment, support)
Full details both advertised on our website. More information here
https://www.komcept.com/recruitment/

History of Old Ashton : By David Farrand
 Ashton Village News - Christmas 2024 Issue

www.ashtonvillage.co.uk web site is being re-purposed to be dedicated to the history of
Ashton. This is a major change it is expected to take a few months.

For more information on Ashton’s history, email david@farrand.co.uk

Past 1950’s & 1960’s School Nativity Plays - Who do you recognise?



Ashton Parish Council
www.ashtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
clerk@ashtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Ward Cllr: Ian.McCord@westnorthants.gov.uk
STREET LIGHTS

Ashton now has LED street lights. If you notice one not working or has a problem
please report it to APC (not WNC) via the website or emailing
clerk@ashtonparishcouncil.gov.uk We check weekly anyway but we welcome villag-
ers reporting them to us too � Please be aware that once reported there will be a
period of waiting for the works to be completed (costs mean we wait for 3 to be
repaired at a time).

WATER COURSES IN THE VILLAGE
As we all know, village flooding has become a more frequent issue. Residents need
to keep their banksides in clearing the watercourse banks to help alleviate this
problem, however they overgrow very quickly. Owners have riparian duties for
ensuring that the flow of water is not interrupted. A full explanation of requirements
can be found at the environment agencies web site.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/owning-a-watercourse
Please contact APC if you need assistance in understanding this.
PLANNING
APC publish current planning applications for discussion at the monthly meetings. We
do not have authority to give permissions. We listen to village issues and pass them
on to WNC.
https://snc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/WNS/2022/1190/MAF#undefined
Select ‘Supporting Docs’ and the ‘Final Report’ to access the survey. Or I can email a
copy.

VILLAGE SPEED LIMIT

We are working hard to get a reduced limit of 20mph in the village. We have
invested in a data recording signs and you will see them around the village. All it’s
data is published on our website.  Look out for our new signage.
NOTICE BOARDS
These are updated monthly. We are going to replace the current ones as they are no
longer waterproof or closing properly. Please use A5 posters or smaller or email us
with your notice for us to add for you.
DEFIBRILLATOR & BLEED PACK
Our village have these on the Pub Wall, by the bus stop, under cover of the porch.
They are registered with the Emergency Services. ALWAYS RING 999 if you need
these



DOG POO
Please can everyone pick up their dog mess on walks and talk it home to put in
your bin. We are investing in bins for the village in the New Year.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Relevant alerts are sent out to the village via email. You can get more information
and register with the scheme https://www.ourwatch.org.uk

Please be a good neighbour � PLEASE HELP US TO HELP YOU

GARDEN FIRES – we have had reports that people are having garden fires during
the daytime. We have many residents with lung issues and people putting out
washing on nice days. It was generally agreed years ago that fires would be lit
after 7pm.

Many thanks. Sarah McAllister – Chairman APC

COMMUNICATION – Ashton Village is on the following Social Media sites:
  WhatsApp & Facebook

Ashton Village Support Group  - to join we need your mobile telephone
number. People offer help (post office, shop runs etc) and there is
information, chat and brain-teaser quizzes on here.

Find the village on Facebook – Ashton Village, South Northamptonshire NN7

 There are general notifications via the Village Email List – if you would like to
be on it please email:   ashtonvillagenews@gmail.com

Road Closure Information

The Latest information about roadwork's in Northamptonshire can be
found on the national ONE.NETWORK website, including diversion
routes during road closures.

The railway bridge along Ashton Road is now open. However the road
will be closed by Anglian Water  from the 26th November until 29th
November. Phone Anglian Water 03457 145145 for more information

BUS SERVICE

An e-Petition has been started calling for a reliable bus service for Hartwell, Ashton,
Roade, Quinton and Wooton.  The ePetition is available on the WNC web site.

The key issue relate to the time tabling for the route 33 and X33 to allow school
children to arrive in time for the start of school. The ePetition is asking WNC to
reinstate the 7:30am bus and a 3:30pm return bus to provide reliable transportation
to and from School. The ePetition runs from 06/11/24 to 06/12/24. So far 176
people have signed the ePetition.

Google “wnc epetitions” to sign petition.




